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Comment on a proposal to affirm that ‘Formenkreis’ is not a genus-group 

taxonomic rank with potential availability 

(Case 3678: see BZN 72: 300-302) 

Ronald Janssen 

Sektionsleiter Malakologie, Senckenberg Forschungsinstitut und Naturmuseum, 

Senckenberganlage 25, D-60325 Frankfurt a. Main, Germany 

(e-mail: Ronald.Janssen@senckenberg.de) 

Herewith I like to support the proposal of E. Gittenberger as published in Case 3678 

to rule that ‘Formenkreis’ and equivalent terms have not genus-group rank and are not 

available names. Those terms are threatening regular genus-group names in various 

mollusc families. 

Comment on a proposal to rule on ‘Formenkreis’ 

(Case 3678: see BZN 72: 300-302) 

Robert Cameron 

University of Sheffield and Natural History Museum, London SW7 SBD, U.K. 

(e-mail: radc@blueyonder.co.uk) 

I fully support the arguments put forward by Professor Gittenberger. These will make 

nomenclatural decisions coherent and easy to implement. 

Similar statements in support of Case 3678 were received from: 

Klaus Groh (Biro Groh, Beratender Biologe in der VHO/BBN, Hinterbergstr. 15, D-67098 

Bad Diirkheim, Germany); Ulrike Aspock, Michael Duda, Anita Eschner, Heinz Grillitsch, 

Elisabeth Haring, Christoph Horweg, Luise Kruckenhauser, Oleg Mandic, Ernst Mikschi, 

Thomas Neubauer, Helmut Sattmann, Frank Zachos (all Natural History Museum, 

A-1010 Vienna, Austria); Laszlo Danyi, Zoltan Péter Eross, Zoltan Fehér, Otto Merk], 

Gyorgy Sziraki (all Hungarian Natural History Museum, Budapest, Hungary); Tamas 

Deli (Munkacsy Mihaly Muzeum, Békéscsaba, 5600 Hungary) & Theo M. Kemperman 

(Director, de Bibliotheek Rotterdam). 


